
 

 
Monday, August 20, 2012 

Agenda 
5:00 p.m. 

 
The Public Safety, Public Works and Neighborhood Services Committee’s area of 

responsibility includes Police, Fire, Neighborhood Parks, Neighborhood Revitalization, 

Community Development, Code Enforcement and Graffiti Abatement efforts, 

Community Group Organization and Support 
 

Committee Members: Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz (Chair), Jeff Waltman (Vice 

Chair) and Stratton Marmarou 
 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted at 

Council Committee meetings. However, citizens are encouraged to attend and observe the meetings. 

Comment from citizens or professionals during the meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via 

invitation by the Committee Chair. 

 

All electronic recording devices must be at the entry door in all meeting rooms and offices, as per Bill 

No. 27-2012 

 

I. Installation of External UGI Meters – follow up from Mayor’s Office 

requested 

 

II. Update Recycling Program & Purchase of New Recycling Trucks 

  

III. Citadel Traffic Issues 

 

IV. Police Force Manning Levels and Crime Trends 
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V. Standards to establish a Crime Watch and Crime Alert 

 

VI. Storm Water Utility (PW 19) 

 

VII. Other Matters 
 
Follow-up Issues: 
 Storm Water Utility (PW 19) 
 Seek Sponsorships for parks and park maintenance (PW 11) 
 Former Police Academy Building 
 Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15) – in progress 
 Fleet Maintenance Contract with Neighboring Municipalities (PW 03) 
 Inventory of Lease Agreements (PW11) – in progress 
 Capital Repairs to Library – in progress 
 Managing all street lights (PW 21) 
 Citadel Traffic Issues – C. Jones/D. Campbell 
 Egelman’s Park 
 Egelman’s Dam 
 Ordinance Regulating Utilities in City Streets 
 Street Lighting in Wyomissing Park area 
 Police Force Manning Levels and Crime Trends - quarterly 
 Update re In-sourced Recycling Collection 

 



 

 
Monday, July 16, 2012 

Meeting Report 
 

Committee Members Attending:  S. Marmarou, J. Waltman, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz 

 

Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, O. Smith, D. Hollinger, W. Heim, C. Jones, L. 

Murin, C. Snyder 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz, Chair, called the Public Safety, Public Works and 

Neighborhood Services Committee meeting to order at 5:35 pm.   

 

Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15) 

Mr. Jones stated that the RFP process is complete and staff is evaluating how to 

proceed.  He stated that this RFP also includes other street related issues.   

 

Mr. Jones stated that the City does have a utility cut program.  The City must issue a 

permit before work can be done.  He stated that the City no longer has staff to inspect 

the work upon completion. 

 

Mr. Marmarou expressed the belief that the utilities are not problematic but other 

contractors (especially those working on sidewalks) are. 

 

Mr. Waltman stated that RAWA is also problematic at times.  He noted the delays and 

issues in the 100 block of Walnut St.  Mr. Jones stated that this paving project has been 

bid and should commence shortly. 

 

Mr. Waltman noted the need for the permit to include timelines.  He stated that 

residents of the 100 block of Walnut St do not feel their neighborhood is a priority to the 

City because of all the delays.  Mr. Jones stated that this is not the case but that the 
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project was a large and complicated one. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how residents are informed that projects will 

begin.  She stated that at this time, Mineral Spring Rd and Perkiomen Ave both have 

UGI projects.  She stated that the traffic issues caused by these projects will be 

extremely exacerbated during parts of the work done on Route 422.  She stated that 

those not wishing to be caught on Route 422 will come through Reading using 

Perkiomen Ave and Mineral Spring Rd.   

 

Mr. Waltman stated that PennDOT does review all plans and takes these issues into 

consideration.  Mr. Jones stated that Perkiomen Ave should be complete in 

approximately two weeks.  He stated that Route 422 will take much longer. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to disseminate better information to the 

public.  Mr. Jones stated that he will discuss the schedule with PennDOT. 

 

Citadel Traffic Issues 

Mr. Jones stated that he has not heard from Mr. Campbell, Citadel principal, recently.  

 

Mr. Marmarou stated that this could be a bad situation if there is a lawsuit regarding 

the unapproved stop sign at 12th and Walnut Sts. 

 

Mr. Waltman stated that discussions occurred in the past.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz 

stated that there was no resolution. 

 

Mr. Waltman questioned the Police Chief’s opinion.  Chief Heim stated that the 

directionality of 12th St is problematic at dismissal time as parents and school buses are 

at the building.  He stated that the stop sign needs to be addressed.  Mr. Jones 

suggested that the stop sign remain as the students will cross the street at this 

intersection. 

 

Mr. Marmarou noted the need for Council approval of the stop sign. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that the School District has never made a formal presentation on the 

traffic issues to the City.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested having this presentation at the next Public Works, 

Public Safety, and Neighborhood Services Committee meeting before the start of the 

next school year.  Chief Heim stated that officers are used to the current plan 

 



Mr. Marmarou noted the problems the stop sign will cause on Walnut St in the event of 

bad weather.  Chief Heim stated that last winter was too mild to determine the 

problems.  Mr. Jones stated that all other streets moving in this direction have stop signs 

or traffic lights and there are not major weather problems. 

 

Mr. Waltman suggested keeping the traffic patterns as they are now unless addressed 

by the School District. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for Council to approve the stop sign.   

 

Ms. Snyder suggested meeting with Mr. Jones, Chief Heim and the Reading School 

District to issue a recommendation before the start of the next school year.  

 

Recreation Commission and Rental Revenue 

Mr. Murin stated that Mr. Lloyd reported that both parties agree to the amendment.  He 

stated that the amendment will state that the City will contribute $488,000 annually to 

the Recreation Commission.  The agreement will clarify that the income from the 

bandshell and showmobile will not be turned over to the Recreation Commission 

because Public Works labor is used to prepare the reservations.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the rental income included in the agreement was 

an estimate based on past income.  Mr. Murin stated that this is what caused the 

misunderstanding.   

 

Mr. Waltman stated that these revenues were removed from the City’s budget and 

Council was informed that the revenues would be used by the Rec Commission.  Mr. 

Murin stated that this was unclear.   

 

Mr. Waltman questioned the Public Works maintenance costs for recreation facilities.  

Mr. Murin stated that the School District is prepared to approve the amendment. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz disagreed with the clarity of the agreement.  She stated that 

the rental fees are not specific but that the revenue is clear. 

 

Mr. Waltman questioned the maintenance of recreation facilities.  Ms. Goodman-

Hinnershitz stated that the Rec Commission has some maintenance staff. 

 

Mr. Murin suggested renegotiating the agreement again in one year after there is a 

better sense of costs versus revenues.  Ms. Snyder stated that she will review the costs 

with Mr. Jones. 



 

Mr. Jones stated that the bandshell and showmobile were excluded because 

maintenance falls exclusively on Public Works.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz clarified that Rec Commission employees are taking the 

reservations for the showmobile but that Public Works moves it into position and gets 

the revenue.  Ms. Snyder noted the need to clarify the reservation process.  Ms. 

Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that Public Works also take the reservations. 

 

Mr. Marmarou questioned who would get the revenue from Egelman’s ball field if there 

was no lease agreement.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to address the lease 

agreement first. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz explained that many lease agreements exist for City 

facilities.  Ms. Katzenmoyer further explained that there are many lease agreements that 

are not in written form and are difficult to research and find.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that the agreements not be automatically 

renewed without review. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Rec Commission agreement amendment 

must be approved by the School Board and City Council. 

 

Update on In-sourced Recycling Collection 

Mr. Murin stated that Mr. Denbowski was unaware of his need to attend this evening’s 

meeting.   

 

Mr. Jones stated that the program has been successful.  He stated that there are very few 

missed pickups and that the new staff is doing well. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned the trucks being used.  Mr. Murin stated that the 

truck depicting the Pagoda is used exclusively for School District needs.  He stated that 

this truck is owned by the City.  He explained that the other trucks are rentals and are a 

single bin.  He stated that the City is working on the truck issues. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that it seemed to be a smooth transition. 

 

Police Update 

Chief Heim reported that from January through June 2012 there have been fewer 

shootings but that there has been a recent cluster.  He stated that he will be holding a 



press conference later this week.  He reported that although shootings are down, 

homicides are up. 

 

Mr. Waltman questioned if this is a national trend.  Chief Heim stated that it is. 

 

Fire Update 

Chief Hollinger stated that he is working with Public Works on improvements to the 

stations and addressing the roof problems.   

 

Chief Hollinger stated that he recently moved into the Glenside area of Reading. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the increased use of fireworks.  She stated that they 

were being shot off at the Pagoda and started a small brush fire.  She stated that while 

the Fire Department was extinguishing the fire, people continued to shoot fireworks in 

the same area.  Chief Hollinger confirmed this situation and stated that he will prepare 

the schedule differently next year. 

 

Mr. Marmarou noted that better adult supervision is needed. 

 

Chief Hollinger stated that the Fire Marshal did a media blitz before the holiday.  Ms. 

Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this was good information but that it was 

disregarded. 

 

Mr. Waltman stated that individuals should not be able to shoot fireworks at the 

Pagoda.  He suggested that the City strengthen its policy on fireworks and station 

officers at the Pagoda.  Chief Heim stated that the Police cite when they are able.  He 

stated that he could station someone at the Pagoda or block the roads and prevent 

access.  He stated that there were more than 38 calls for fireworks in addition to regular 

calls for service.  He noted the need for better, stricter State regulations regarding 

fireworks. 

 

Mr. Marmarou stated that fireworks are for sale in tents all around the City.  He stated 

that residents buy them there and bring them in.  Chief Heim stated that that they also 

buy them in other states. 

 

Mr. Waltman stated that this issue has been discussed many times. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:13 pm. 

 

 



Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 



















































 
 


